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Associated Press Sends Out Correction of Article on Canning 
Situation 


As stated in last week's Information Letter, the Associated 
Press promised to send a wire to the newspapers receiving its 
story of August 15 withdrawing the statement that the quota- 
tions in that article were made by the National Canners Asso- 
ciation. Under date of August 23 the following dispatch was 
sent by the Associated Press to all papers receiving its wire ser- 
vice: 

Pointing to government estimates of smaller cannery crops this year, 
the National Canners Associatidn today expressed the opinion that the 
1927 pack will not suffer from overproduction. 

Officials of the Association recalled press reports of August 15, in 
which both Assistant Secretary of Agriculture Dunlap and the National 
Canners Association were quoted on the matter of overproduction and ex- 
plained that all reference to the outlook should be accredited to Mr. Dun- 
lap alone. 

“Mr. Dunlap’s quotations,” they said, “applied to conditions existing 
in early Spring, since which time there has been a very material change 
in both crop acreage and crop prospects. 

“As evidence, the pea pack this year is estimated by various reliable 
authorities to be at least one-third less than a year ago. The sweet corn 
crop is estimated by Government statisticians at 450,400 tons as compared 
with 803,000 tons the last year.” 

Papers receiving the Associated Press Service exercise their 
own judgment, of course, with respect to the use or non-use of 
the stories received through that service. For this reason, the 
correction of the original story was so phrased as to encourage 
the papers to use the correction. 


Canned Food Exports in July 


Exports of canned foods in July compared with the same 
month last year were characterized by an increase in the quan- 
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tity and value of vegetable shipments and a decrease in both 
the quantity and value of canned fruits. Canned meat exports 
were practically the same in quantity but increased in value. 
Shipments of evaporated milk were considerably larger, but 
those of condensed milk fell off. Salmon exports declined, while 
shipments of sardines showed a large gain. The figures as com- 
piled by the Department of Commerce follow: 


July, 1926 July, 1927 
Pounds Value Pounds Value 
Canned meats, total ..... 1,343,462 $450,023 1,343,594 $502,193 
101,412 177,521 57,647 
82,190 198,204 55,349 
Condensed milk 3,536,528 503,556 2,715,779 414,291 
Evaporated milk 5,622,591 670,230 9,326,271 671,399 
Canned vegetables, total.. 5,534,589 544,635 6,490,609 655,576 
Canned fruits, total 18,057,714 1,875,189 11,701,605 1,077,056 
Apricots 7,797,907 770,812 2,296,619 193,618 
1,268,677 127,711 8,001,714 257,324 
66,678 1,638,422 161,960 
152,731 2,983,000 299,697 
1,766,421 315,746 909,003 132,195 
68,905 1,865,804 163,238 


The Tin-Canned World 


In the Information Letter for March 6, 1926, reference was 
made to an article in the “Forum” in which Mr. E. E. Free 
placed the art of canning as among the seven discovery-inven- 
tions which take first rank in the world’s history. In a recent 
issue of the New York “Herald-Tribune” an editorial appeared 
on the “Tin-canned World” which presents similar views and 
which will be of interest to all those engaged in the canning in- 
dustry. The editorial states: 

“Superlatives are invincibly alluring. Like the play which is re- 
puted to lie hidden at the bottom of every true New Yorker's trunk, there 
are few of us who have resisted the temptation to compile, some time or 
other, a list of the seven wonders of the world or of the ten decisive bat- 
tles or of the dozen best books to be shipwrecked with on a desert island. 
After all, why should such urges be resisted? No better device for the 
comprehension of history exists than this effort to decide which are its 
greatest peaks or its most crucial turning points. When Mr. Edison 
joined, last week, the long list of selectors of superlatives he had the ex- 
cuse of a question. In the course of the familiar question-and-answer 
game which he has invented for his interviewers some one asked the vet- 
eran inventor what he considered the most useful invention in the world. 
The reply was “electric power.” 
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“Here is material for a thousand arguments. What would electric 
power amount to without that ancient and fundamental invention, the 
wheel? Is power more important than steel, the metal that gives us 
virtually all our tools, most of our transportation and a large part of our 
shelter? How about that other ancient invention, long sung by poets but 
never too loudly, the invention of cooks and cookery? Perhaps, best of all, 
will not some advocate rise to urge the claims of what is possibly the most 
revolutionary invention ever made by man, the invention of the way to 
keep food from spoiling by storing it in tin cans? 

“The tin can has never had just recognition as a pillar of civilization. 
Two social changes are apparent in modern life. One is the relief of man- 
kind from the grinding slavery of labor; the other is its relief from the 
equally ancient threat of famine. Virtually no one works today as hard 
as everybody except kings or medicine men worked when the human race 
was young. Virtually no one starves to death today, as millions starved 
annually not so many generations ago. The conquest of labor is a gift of 
power; not electric power alone, although that may come in time. Free- 
dom from famine is a gift, quite largely, of the tin can. It is not enough 
that foodstuffs be sufficient; they must also be preservable between har- 
vests. That is why grain was so long the staple. Barring mice, damp 
and weevils, grain will keep. Nowadays everything will keep—inside the 
tins. Neither mouse nor mold can force its way within. Who invented 
tin cans we do not know, nor why, but the merits of the invention are 
recommended to those who feel like arguing with Mr. Edison.” 


Will Study Price Quoting Methods 


Methods used in quoting and charging the prices the con- 
suming public must pay for the necessaries of life will be the 
subject of a comprehensive survey by the Federal Trade Com- 
mission. Three definite modes of quoting and charging prices 
with reference to locality of the purchaser will be studied and 
reported on by the economics staff of the Commission. Three 
such systems of price fixing are mentioned by the Commission 
as (1) the delivered price method, (2) the factory base method, 
and (3) the basing point method. 

Numerous companies who distribute their products in vari- 
ous states quote prices in which no allowance is made for 
difference in transportation costs in widely separated markets. 
This is called the delivered price method. Other distributors 
employ the policy of quoting uniform prices at the factory, with 
freight charges added according to the locality of the consumer. 
This is termed the factory base method. Still others follow 
the practice of adding to the market prices at a certain basing 
point the freight charges from that point to the locality of the 
consumer. This is the basing point method. 
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The Commission expects that facts and data of lasting value 
to business and industry will be the result of its inquiry into 
the various practices regarding price bases, and that through 
this study of competitive conditions will develop new and con- 
structive measures for obtaining greater efficiency and economy. 
The report also will form a basis for determining what are the 
fair practices in this regard. 


Report on Employment of Women in Delaware Canneries 


In the Information Letter for June 4 there was noted the 
issuance of a Bulletin by the Women's Bureau of the United 
States Department of Labor giving a report on the investigations 
by that Bureau of the employment of women in Delaware in- 
dustries. Some thirty pages of this bulletin were devoted to the 
vegetable canneries. The Women's Bureau has now issued as 
Bulletin No. 62, a 48-page bulletin dealing exclusively with 
women’s employment in the vegetable canneries in Delaware. 
The bulletin covers such topics as hours and wages, working 
conditions, cannery camps and the age, nativity, etc., of the 
women employees. 


Malayan Canners Standardize Sugar for Pineapple Canning 


The Malayan Pineapple Canners Association, according to 
report from the American Vice-Consul at Singapore, has put 
into effect a plan for standardizing the grade of sugar to be 
used, and members of the Association are now using a grade of 
white sugar considerably better than that formerly employed, 
with # resultant improvement in the quality of the product. 


Food Regulations in Bulgaria and Egypt 

The Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce announces 
that it has received reports on the food laws and regulations of 
Egypt and Bulgaria, copies of which may be obtained from the 
Bureau in Washington or from any of its districts or coopera- 
ive offices in other cities. The Bureau also has available re- 
ports on the regulations covering coloring of foodstuffs in 
Czechoslovakia and Australia. 


Freight Rate Complaint Filed 


A complaint (Docket 19935) has been filed with the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission attacking the freight charges on 
canning factory residues from Big Stone, Minn., to points in 
Minnesota, North Dakota and South Dakota. 
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